HLA and sporadic tuberculoid leprosy: a population study in Maharashtra, India.
A population study to test whether associations between HLA and sporadic--i.e. non-familial--tuberculoid leprosy exist was undertaken in a hyperendemic area in India. Since previous family studies in the same area had shown both non-random haplotype segregation in the family members affected with tuberculoid leprosy and the preferential segregation of HLA-DR2 into tuberculoid leprosy patients, an increased frequency of DR2 among the "sporadic" patients was expected. However, no heterogeneity for HLA was detected between patients and controls. These findings could indicate that tuberculoid leprosy is a heterogeneous disease with regard to genetic background.